On compressing the femoral artery at the groin, the pulsation in the tumor instantly ceased; it became flaccid, and could be handled without pain; but on removal of the pressure, it instantly sprang up, pulsated vigorously, and was excessively painful. On applying the ear or stethoscope over the tumor, a loud blowing sound was heard to accompany each pulsation. I explained to the patient the nature of his disease, and wished him to confine himself to bed, and make trial of pressure. Without my knowledge, however, he went to the country, and travelled a long distance to consult a " bone-doctor," by whom the limb was
On compressing the femoral artery at the groin, the pulsation in the tumor instantly ceased; it became flaccid, and could be handled without pain; but on removal of the pressure, it instantly sprang up, pulsated vigorously, and was excessively painful. On applying the ear or stethoscope over the tumor, a loud blowing sound was heard to accompany each pulsation. I explained to the patient the nature of his disease, and wished him to confine himself to bed, and make trial of pressure. anxious to effect coagulation by this means; but on removing the instrument at the end of the time mentioned, the pulsation returned as before. The patient now complained most bitterly of the pain, restraint and annoyance of the pressure, and earnestly begged to have the operation performed. I gladly consented, being sorry for the pain, &c., to which he had been so long subjected. After waiting till the parts which had been injured by the pressure had sufficiently recovered, the superficial femoral was ligatured in the usual way on the 17th December. No untoward symptom followed: the ligature came away on the twenty-first day after the operation, and the patient was soon able to attend to his usual occupation.
This was a very satisfactory termination of a case wherein pressure had been so long and so vigorously tried, for it is well known that the operation, after the pressure, has been followed in several instances by the most serious results.
